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The Possibility of Insiraf and its Impact on Generality (Itlaq)
Sattar Kuhan Torabi*
Reza Poursedqi2
Abstract
Insiraf (abstraction/withdrawal of meaning) is among the factors that prevent the formation
of generality (itlaq) in jurisprudential texts and has extensive applications in various issues.
It is rare to find a jurisprudential matter where the discussion of generality arises without a
reference to inliraf or its possibility. The time gap between the issuance of narrations and
current conditions, on the one hand, and thematic changes and innovations, on the other,
has led to increased attention to the discussion of insiraf and its possibility in jurisprudence
and usul. The fundamental question is: does the possibility of insiraf remove generality in
the same way as definite insiraf? Considering the impact of this discussion on inference and
the lack of adequate research, the authors, in this research, have investigated this subject in
an analytical-critical manner using library-based sources. This research indicates that some
prominent scholars consider the possibility of indiraf to be a barrier to the realization of
generality, similar to definite insiraf. This view has led to differing opinions regarding the
impact of the possibility of insiraf on the manifestation of generality. Some usul scholars
believe that in the absence of definitive evidence (qarinah gas’iyyah), the principle of
generality (asl al-itlaq) can prevent the possibility of insiraf from having an effect. This
theory is based on asalat al-itlaq (the principle of generality) and renders the possibility of
infiraf ineffective. Another viewpoint, based on a principle of usul, considers doubt and
uncertainty to be barriers to the manifestation of speech and deems the possibility of inliraf
as disruptive to generality. This research, with an analytical-critical approach and using
library-based sources, examines this subject and shows that the second theory, namely the
impact of the possibility of insiraf in preventing the manifestation of generality, is more
robust.
Keywords: Insiraf, Possibility of Inliraf, Manifestation (zuhiir), Generality (Itlaq),
Restriction (Taqyid).
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