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A Jurisprudential Analysis of the Prohibition
of Trade During the Friday Prayer in Islamic Legal Schools
Reza Jokar"
Mahmoud Weisi*
Abstract
Verse 9 of Surat al-Jumu‘ah calls Muslims to the establishment of the Friday Prayer and,
within this command, prohibits trade at the time of its performance. Accordingly, the legal
ruling of conducting a sale during the Friday Prayer must be clarified from the standpoint of
various Islamic legal schools. Jurists of the Imam1 school and the four Sunni schools have
presented diverse opinions on this matter.
Using a descriptivelanalytical method and drawing upon library sources, this article first
examines the nature of the prohibition—whether it is indicative of dislike (tanzih) or strict
prohibition (tahrim). It then analyzes the scope of the addressees of the prohibition and,

consequently, the ruling of buying and selling for those addressed. The study concludes that

> 543

differences regarding both the nature of the prohibition and the identity of the addressees

-

N

significantly influence the divergent rulings among scholars on the permissibility or
impermissibility of sale during the Friday Prayer.

Based on the three proofs of the form of the prohibition, exegetical narrations, and the
prevailing understanding of early Muslim communities at the time of revelation—and in
light of available evidence—the article finds that the prohibition in the verse is of a
*tahrTm1* nature, meaning that trade must be abandoned during the Friday Prayer. The
addressees of this prohibition are legally responsible men, while women and children are
not included among those obligated by the command.

Keywords: prohibition (nahy), sale during Friday Prayer, Friday Prayer, addressees of

prohibition, temporal scope of prohibition.
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