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Re-reading Apparent Conflicts in Narrations
in Light of the Communicative Structure of Speech
and the Circumstances of Issuance

Hamid Zeraat Kashani*
Abstract
Narrative speech, within its communicative context, consists of three essential pillars: the
speaker, the communicative situation, and the addressee. Among the most significant
challenges in the process of jurisprudential inference are the apparent conflicts found in
narrative texts. Usul scholars have proposed solutions such as reconciliation (jam®),
preference (tarjih), choice (takhyir), and mutual cancellation (tasagut) to address this
problem. Adopting a three-layered approach with particular attention to the context of
issuance of narrations, the present study examines the impact of the three elements of the
speaker, the communicative setting, and the addressee, along with their related aspects.
Relying on hadith, jurisprudential, and usul heritage and by applying this framework to
examples of seemingly conflicting narrations, the study shows that a precise understanding
of the different levels at which a narration is issued can provide the ground for a more
accurate comprehension of the hadith text. Taking this phenomenon into account renders a
considerable number of cases of prima facie conflict in the realm of narrations solvable and,
as a consequence, renders recourse to discussions of preference, choice, mutual
cancellation, suspension, and caution unwarranted. Using a descriptive-analytical method
and library sources, the study proposes a systematic model for resolving apparent conflicts
so that the researcher may attain an “intended understanding” of the speech, an
understanding grounded in contextual indicators related to the speaker, the circumstances of
communication, and the addressee.
Keywords: sources of conflict, conflict resolution, communicative situation, attributes of

the infallible, external proposition, practical methods.

1. Senior Professor of the Qom Seminary and Graduate of the Educational-Research Complex of Ahl al-Bayt

(AS), Qom, Iran; hzkashan65@yahoo.com
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