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A New Look at the Definition of the Science of Principles
with a Criticism of the Osuliyyun's Famous Theory

Mohammad Javad Fazel Lankaranit

Abstract

In order to determine which problem should be raised in the science of principles, it is very
necessary to know the definition of science of principles. Therefore, in this article, more than ten
definitions that the greats of Imamiyyah and Sunnis have put forward for the science of
principles, have been examined with the descriptive-analytical method and with the tool of
collecting library information, and they have been placed in the criticism circumstance.

The result of these studies has reached the point that: the best definition for the science of
principles is the definition that first: does not assign the science of principles to
jurisprudential inferences, but can also show its effectiveness in fields other than
jurisprudence, such as interpretation and kalam, Secondly: To include the rules related to
thematic doubt (Shobahate Mowzu'i), Thirdly: it should give us a rule so that we can
recognize the enclosure of issues in the science of principles. Fourthly: It should be
inclusive of instances and preventer of others (Jame' wa Mane').

Therefore, in the definition of the science of principles, we say: The science of principles is
the rules that are established for the understanding of religion or provide evidence for the

understanding of religion without any intermediary. This definition excludes from the
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science of principles non-rule-based issues as well as the rules that are used to understand

religious propositions by intermediations or are not used in the way of understanding

religion.

Keywords: Definition of the Science of Principles, Principium rules, Jurisprudential Rules,

Inference, Adaptation.
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