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Reflections on the Levels of Enjoining the Good
and Forbidding the Wrong

Hossein Najafi Bostanl
Abstract
One of the important topics regarding enjoining the good and forbidding the
wrong is the levels of enjoining and forbidding. Due to some ambiguities
over the subject, this article has tried to take a step towards further clarifying
its dimensions and angles with an Ijtihadi approach and analyzing the
narrations about the issue throught a survey of the fatwas of the jurists. The
results of the study show that the problem could be modified or presicely
restated in six axes including: the threefold levels of the good and forbidding
the wrong, the sufficiency of heartfelt denial in the obviation of the
assignment, the reasons given for precedence of verbal command and
prohibition to practical ones, the necessity of classification of methods of
enjoining the good and forbidding the wrong, considering the avoidance of
participation in sinful gatherings as one of the methods of enjoining the good
and forbidding the wrong, considering practical enjoining the good and
forbidding the wrong as a public duty, or perceiving it conditioned to the
permission of the Infallible (P.B.U).
Keywords: Enjoining the Good, Forbidding the Wrong, Heartfelt Denial,

Verbal Denial, Practical Denial.

1. Associate Professor of the Department of Social Sciences at the Seminary and University

Research Institute.
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