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Jurisprudential Analysis
of the Command “‘Ashirii” in Verse 19 of Siirat al-Nisa’

Zahra Shahiyari Heydarlool
Fariba Alasvand 2
Abstract
The verse “‘Ashiriihunna bil-ma‘riif” (“Live with them honorably”) can serve as a general
foundation for addressing many contemporary issues in marital life. To establish the
possibility of deriving legal rulings from this verse, a jurisprudential analysis of the
command form “‘Ashirli” in verse 19 of Sirat al-Nisa’ is required. This study, using a
descriptive-analytical method and examining the views of jurists along with jurisprudential
and legal principles, concludes that although the imperative form is originally used to
express a general demand, since the command “‘Ashirli” comes from the Lawgiver
(Shari’), reason dictates that it must be obeyed unless there is evidence indicating
recommendation (non-obligation). In this case, narrations cannot serve as evidence for
recommendation but may qualify the obligation of the verse. Regarding whether the
command is authoritative (miilawi) or advisory (irshadi), if ma'ruf refers to common social
norms, the command is authoritative; but if it refers to rational or religious goodness, the
verse is purely advisory. Furthermore, although the imperative form does not inherently
imply repetition, due to the nature of ‘Ashirii (cohabitation), the command in this verse
implies continuity. Also, considering the meaning of the verb form (from the mufa‘ala
pattern), the verse addresses both husband and wife.

Keywords: honorable cohabitation, spousal rights, imperative command, legal appearance,
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advisory vs. authoritative command.

1. A Level-4 seminary student specializing in Family Jurisprudence at Jamiat al-Zahra, and a Ph.D. student in
Women's Studies at the University of Religions and Denominations
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