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Reflection on Hadith Abrogation and Its Effects on
Deriving Jurisprudential Rulings

Hassan Saqafi 1
Abstract
The occurrence of abrogation in its technical meaning in hadith is disputed, and no
significant independent discussion has been conducted about it. Among scholars who
have raised this discussion, some have only accepted abrogation within prophetic
narratives and claimed consensus on denying abrogation after the era of legislation.
Others have accepted it in the narratives of Imams as well. Regarding the effects of the
issue in derivation, those supporting the first view only prefer the more recent hadith in
the domain of prophetic narratives, while supporters of the second view always resort to
recency as a preference and it has had profound effects on their fatwas. In the present
article, evidence for hadith abrogation has been collected and after analyzing their chain
of narration and implications, it has been limited to prophetic hadith, therefore the more
recent prophetic narrative is authoritative. However, abrogation in Imams' hadiths,
considering the lack of affirmative evidence and existence of some obstacles, has been
denied in rulings not based on delegation to Imams. Just as the existence of rulings based
on delegation to Imams in law is not established. Also, new methods for discovering
cases of abrogation have been presented and some methods have been applied to cases
such as Ashura fasting. The research method is analytical_critical and library data and
software have been used.
Keywords: Abrogation, Prophet's Hadith Abrogation, Imams' Hadiths Abrogation,
Abrogation Obstacles.

1. High-Level Instructor at Qom Seminary; hsaghafil19@yahoo.com.
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